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Churchill, Eden, Alexander In Athens; 
Panzers Within 14 Miles Of Meuse 











Nazi Push ish Reported 
Again Going Strong; 
U. §. Salient Erased 


SHAEF, Dec. 26—As a new 
Nazi surge through ist Army 
lines drove three Panzer col- 
umns to within 14 miles of the 
Meuse (Maas) River in Belgium 
today, the United Press declared 
it to be obvious that the counter- 
offensive had not been stopped 
and actually was threatening to 
reach the river. 

The new Nazi gains erased a deep 
American salient in the German 
holdings along the right flank and 


gave Field Marshal Gerd von Rund- 
stedt’s forces a = U. bulge 
—— y 40 miles deep and 


Marshal Rundstedt was throwing 
masses of armor and a into 
the drive which pointed 
squarely on a 13-mile fre front at the 
Maas River citadels of Namur and 


can pocket below the Malmedy 
Stavelot line after two days of rela- 
tive stability, ran roughly in a great 
semi-circle from three miles south 
of Monschau in the north to Ech- 
ternach near the Luxembourg-Ger- 
man border in the south. 

Only on the extreme northern 
flank and in the south were Allied 
countermeasures having any effect, 
On the northern flank three miles 
to the northwest of American-held 


Stavelot, Yank forces regained Gle-}, 


ize where, in a great armored action 
Christmas Eve, 49 enemy tanks, six 
big guns and 35 halftracks were 
knocked out. American losses were 
not disclosed. 

In the southwest, counterattack- 


(Continued on page 8) 


Weather Gives Air 
New Break In West 


LONDON, Dec. 26—Allied planes 
were over the German battle lines 
and supply areas in great strength 
again today as good flying weather 
continued on the western front. 

German aircraft, —— Ry 
propelled machines, came in 
strength yesterday to meet the Al- 
lied air <hallenae the battle zones 
to the south of Aachen and return- 
ing Allied pilots reported that the 
road convoys had been 
reduced to minimize their import- 
ance as targets. 

The Luftwaffe’s Py to pro- 
vide air cover for their aavansing 
ground forces during the 
three Oost 5 200 planes Beers 
last, t, it was reported erg 4 
Incomplete reports showed that 

Nazi planes were destroyed yester- 
day, while the bag on Sunday 
totalled 148 and on Saturday 183. 

American and British losses dur- 
ing the three days were 198 planes. 
Hanes Saag of them were heavy 

. 39 were medium bombers 
and 104 were fighters. 

Forty-four German interceptors 





were shot down yesterday when 
more than 400 Liberators and 
Forts of the 8th AAF, by 


nearly 500 fighters, dropped over 
1,500 tons of bombs on railroad 
bridges west of the Rhine and on 
road and rail junctions in the rear 
of the battlefront. Thirteen Ameri- 
can bombers and 19 fighters failed 


. to return, but some of the fighters 


were believed to have landed safely 
in friendly territory. 








British May Present 
Baton To Eisenhower 


LONDON, Dec. 26 (UP)—Gen- 
eral Dwight D. Eisenhower, Su- 
preme Allied Commander in Eu- 
rope, may be given the ers 


mg it was reliably it 


Such an honor would have to 
be of an honorary nature since the 
General is a United States citi- 
zen and could not accept an ac- 
tual rank in a foreign army. 

The granting of the field mar- 
Shal’s baton would have to come 
from King George VI with the 
approval of the government. 

It was believed that no one 
not British—apart from persons 
of royal blood— have ever had 
such a rank. 


, (Red Army Cuts Last | 





Leyte Fight Nearly 
At End--MacArthur 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 26 — The 
capture of Palompon, secondary 
rt on the northwestern coast of 
Island, has brought the 
American campaign for the first 
sizeable island ‘In the Philippines 
virtually to a close, General Doug- 
las MacArthur’s communique an- 
nounced today. 

A town of 29,000 people, Palom- 
pon was taken by the 77th Division 
in a frontal assault down the road 
leading to it from the island’s in- 
terior, aided by an amphibious 
landing in the Japanese rear. 
With Palompon lost, the Japa- 
nese, already broken into scattered 
segments when the 77th and the 
lst Cavalry Division tore the 
vaunted Yamashita Line into 
shreds, were left without any means 
of escape and could only retreat 
hopelessly up the northwest coast. 

General MacArthur on — 
troops of General 
ashita have sustained ebaes “the 
greatest defeat in the military an- 
nals of the Japanese Army. The 


completeness of this destruction has| reported 


seldom been paralleled in the his- 
tory of warfare.” 

The 68-day campaign cost the 
Japanese 113,221 casualties, most of 
them killed. The American losses 
totaled 11,217, of which 2,623 were 


(Continued on page 8) 





Rail Escape Route 
Of Nazis In Budapest 


LONDON, Dec. 26 (UP)—Soviet 
troops, in a 15 mile advance around 
Budapest’s western suburbs, effec- 
tively encircled the city today by 
cutting its last rail escape route 
and at the same time reached the 
city limits by capturing the sub- 
urban town of Budakeszi. 

Soviet forces entered the city 
of Budapest proper today, accord- 
ing to an American press dis- 
patch from Moscow. 

{Latest front-line dispatches 
indicated that the 2nd Ukrain- 
ian Army of Marshal] Malinovsky 
on the right bank of the Danube 
was only 6 miles away from the 
advancing 3rd Ukrainian Army 
of Marshal * Tolbukhin. Their 
junction would seal off the Ger- 

man-Hungarian garrison in 

Budapest.] 

Thousands of ney ge —_ 

trap e y 
ioe alee be faced with death 
or surrender. 

Over 12,000 of the enemy were 

















id 
killed and 5,463 were taken prisoner 
in the four days of fighting which 
took place west and southwest of 
the Hungarian capital. 

After cutting the railroad running 
northwest from Buda to Eszer- 
gom and Vienna, the Russians were 
to be only a few miles 
from the Danube north of the city. 

More than 40 towns and villages 
were captured in the surge around 
the city, including Nagyteteny which 
is only two miles west of it. 

The Russians are also driving 


(Continued on page 8) 





Midwest, East Again Hit 


By Subzero 


Temperature 





WASHINGTON, Dec, 26 (ANS)— 
With one cold wave following close 
upon another the Midwest shivered 
again today in subzero tempera- 
tures with little relief in sight for 
the next 36 to 48 hours. 

One of the coldest spots in the 
United States was at Bemidji in 
Minnesota where the mercury 
dropped to 18 below zero, but ail 
northern Minnesota was experi- 
encing subzero weather with Du- 
luth reporting 14 below and Alex- 
andria ten below. The mercury was 
still dropping early today over most 
of the area. 


The extensive cold area was mov- 
ing gradually to the east and. south 
with the eastern and New England 
states due for considerably colder 
weather. By tomorrow morning 
temperatures in the New England 
States will run ten to 15 degrees 
below zero and in western New 
York around five below, the 
Weather Bureau 





Zero weather was forecast for 


northern Kentucky and five to ten 
above for southern Kentucky. The 
cold area will move southward 

Tennessee, North and 
South Carolina, Georgia, northern 
Alabama and northern 
and will wind up with freezing 
temperatures in northern Florida 
tomorrow night and Thursday 
morning. 

The Bureau said the Dakotas 
where the current cold wave first 
hit on the journey down from Can- 
ada still was in its grip, with sub- 
zero temperatures over most of 
the area. 

Another cold spot was Butte, 
Mont., with 17 below, Lone Rock, 
Wis., carried on its tradition as a 
cold area with 16 below. Madison, 
Wis., had nine below; Mason City, 
Iowa, 14 below, and Iowa City, 12 
below. 

Chicago’s temperature early to- 
day was two below. Elsewhere in 
Illinois ten below was recorded at 
Rockford, six below at Joliet and 


— 








five below at Moline. 





TWO LIRE 





Make Surprise Visit 
To End Civil Strife 





LONDON, Dec. 26—Prime Minister Winston Chur¢hill and 
Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden, after a spectacular Christmas 
Day flight from Great Britain to strife-torn Athens, today pre- 
pared to meet with the leaders of the opposing Greek factions in 
a dramatic move to bring the bloody civil war to a close after 
more than three weeks of bitter fighting. 

The British leaders were accompanied by Field Marshal Sir 
Harold R. L. G. Alexander, Allied Commander in Chief in the 








No Soft Peace Terms, 
Benes Warns Nazis 


LONDON, Dec. 26—In a radio 
message broadcast over BBC last 
night, Dr. Eduard Benes, Presi- 
dent of Czechoslovakia, stated 
that the Germans launched their 
offensive in the west in the hope 
that, "by prolonging their re- 
sistance for another few months, 
they would be able to extricate 
from the Allies a negotiated 
peace.” 

But, Dr. Benes declared, "the 
Allied powers will carry on this 
war without respite until Ger- 
many’s complete military defeat. 
The longer the war continues, 
the greater Germany’s catastro- 
phe, the more severe the peace 
terms.” 








8th Army Counfions 
Gain Above Ravenna 


ADVANCED ALLIED FORCE 





HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 26—Christ- 


mas was a quiet day on both the 
5th and 8th Army fronts. 

Top victory of the day went to 
Canadian troops of the 8th Army, 
who captured Rossetta, about ten 
miles northwest of Ravenna, and 
pushed on to within two miles of 
Alfonsine on the main highway 
to Ferrara. 

The German salient east of the 
Senio River was further reduced 
yesterday as 8th Army troops mop- 
ped up scattered enemy rearguards 
east of the Naviglio Canal between 
Bagnacavallo and Faenza. 

With three to eight inches of 
snow covering all but the coastal 
sector of the 5th Army front, activ- 
ity during the day was confined 
mainly to patrolling, 

Along the right flank, the Krauts 
reacted strongly to Allied patrols 
in the vicinity of Tossignano, while 
in the central sector several patrol 
clashes took place south of Bologna. 


Philip Murray May Head 
World Trade Union Body 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 26 (ANS)— 
President Philip Murray of the 
Congress of Industrial Organiza- 
tions is expected to be chosen to 
head the new World Trade Union 
Congress to be organized at meet- 
ings in London to begin Feb. 6, the 
United Press said. 

Assured of the support of the 
other 11 members of the CIO dele- 
gation, Murray is understood to be 
regarded favorably by British and 
Russian trade unionists who at- 
tended a preliminary meeting in 
London earlier this month. 

Presidents William Green of the 
AFL and John L. Lewis of United 
Mine Workers, Murray’s two bitter 
enemies, have rejected invitations 
to the conference and consequently 
will be unable to block his election. 


+Mediterranean. 


It was Field 
Marshal Alexander’s second visit 
to Greece since the beginning of 
the civil war. 

It :was believed that a meeting 
with leaders of ELAS and the Greek 
Government would take place this 
afternoon. Prime Minister Churchill 
was scheduled to deliv: the first 
address at the invitation of Arch- 
bishop Damaskinos, who was to pre- 
side over the negotiations. 

A late dispatch to BBC tonight 
said that a British armored car 
bearing a white flag left British 
headquarters on its way to pick up 
several high ELAS representatives 
who were invited yesterday to par- 
take in the talks. 

At a late hour today, the place 
of the conference had still been 
kept highly secret, with not even 
newspaper correspondents being 
told, in view of the possible danger 
to the principals. 

Early this morning, a British 
sewer patrol discovered some 1,680 
pounds of dynamite in a sewer un- 
der the Hotel Grande Bretagne, 
British headquarters, as well as 
the seat of the Greek Government 
of Premier Georges Papandreou. 

According to BBC, it was not 
clear whether the frustrated  at- 
tempt to blow up the hotel had 
any thing to do with the arrival of 
the British leaders in the Greek 
capital. The dynamite apparently 
was placed in the sewer during the 
night, according to the United 
Press. ELAS men were believed to 
have planted the explosive by 
crawling up the sewer from the 
direction of the Stadium and Ar- 
ditos Hill, about 1.000 yards from 
the Grande Bretagne Hotel. 

The British leaders arrived dra- 
matically in the strife-torn city yes- 
terday—Christmas Day—to bring 
the highest powers of the British 
Government to bear in the crisis. 


(Continued on page 2) 


Washington Hopes 
For Early Se Settlement 


WASHINGTON, Dec, 26 (ANS)— 
With rising hopes for settlement of 
the Greek crisis, Washington offi- 
cials predicted today that the dra- 
matic arrival of British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill and 
Foreign Minister Anthony Eden in 
Athens will result in the establish- 
ment of a Regency to govern 
~Greece 

Such a solution, it was said, 
would be acceptable to the left 
wing ELAS, which has been fight- 
ing the British in Greece. Although 
thus far the idea of a Regency has 
not met the approval of King 
George of Greece, who is still in 
London, Washington officials ex- 
pressed the belief that the Church- 
ill-Eden flight to Athens means 
they have obtained the King’s con- 
sent. 

In all probability the regent will 
be Archbishop Damaskinos, head 
of the Greek Orthodox Church and 
a very strong figure in the country. 
Damaskinos is expected to preside 
today over the conference between 
ELAS delegates and Churchill and 








Eden. 
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This is what the civil war means to the 
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women of Greece. The families of ELAS dead are 


shown here kneeling in prayer opposite the old Royal Palace in Athens, where several guer- 
rillas were killed. The banners over the heads of the mourners are spotted with the blood of the 
dead. The woman kneeling at left holds a battered felt hat which might have belonged to one 


of those killed. 


(Photo by Acme) 





Surprise Visit Made 
To End Civil Strife 


(Continued from page 1) 

The ELAS Central Committee was 
immediately notified and asked to 
send three or four representatives, 
while Mr. Churchill went into con- 
the Greek Premier 

Scobie 


panied in their plane by a staff of 
Mr urchill’s pri- 


was rife in London 
circles today as to whether 
. Churchill’s visit to Athens 


in Moscow, or somewhere in the 
Mediterranean, according to the 
United Press. 
Authoritative quarters in London 
said that there was no confirmation 
that such a development would fol- 
low the Athens negotiations. It was 
ted out that the two British 
went to the Mediter- 

ranean with the urgent task of 
settling the Greek crisis and prob- 


future travels until the situation in 
Athens is clarified. 


took this exceptional holiday flight 
because the Greek crisis actually 
threatened 


the life of the British|wiecim, in Polish Silesia, which was 
Coalition Government, as well as|attacked by Liberators. The Ger- 
Britain’s entire foreign policy. Some|mans threw a heavy smoke screen 
Labor party circles are determined |over the target, which obscured re- 


to force a showdown unless the 
Greek situation is cleared up before 


the House of Commons reconvenes|bridges on the Brenner Pass line 


Jan. 16. 


The fact that the British Premier|vital Ora bridge just north of 
and the Foreign Secretary left Lon-| Trento. 


don at a time when the western 


front situation is highly dangerous] ther, the Tactical Air Force stepped 
for the Allies, was taken as evidence|up its number of sorties over yes- 
of the extreme urgency they placed|terday and pounded German rail 
on finding*a solution of the Greek|targets, occupied buildings and fuel 
and ammunition dumps _ across 
The explosive found near thejnorthern Italy. 


civil war, UP said. 
Grand Bretagne Hotel was penth- 


rite, a German dynamite, and was|tack by the heavies was thrown at 
equipped with electric detonators,|the 
UP said. The British have been|Brux, largest synthetic oil» produc- 
patroling the sewer for some time,lers in German-occupied Europe. 
and on their last round found/Lightnings and Mustangs escorted 
the B-17s which hit Brux for the 
British engineers said the penth-|second time since Dec. 20. 


everything clear. 
rite had been brought in and packed 


with great skill by persons familiar|erators yesterday concentrated on 


with the handling of explosives. i 
Barbed wire barricades had been eee rail yards in southern 


established in the sewers to guard 


against such an eventuality, but able dama 
, ge on the Wels railyards 
the ELAS men cut their way/on the Vienna-Munich route, and 
damaged rail points leading to the 
Brenner Pass line at Innsbruck, 
Hall and Schwaz. 
yards, on the main line from Vi- 
LONDON, Dec. 26 (UP) — Nor-|enna to Yugoslavia and northeast- 
wegian Prime Minister Johan Ny-|/ern Italy, also were hit. 


through with wire cutters. 


Invasion Appeal 


gardsvold, broadcasting to Norway, 


disclosed tonight that the impatient | the mediums, B-26 Marauders suc- 
Norse Government has been urging cessfully attacked the important 
the Allies to invade Norway and| Treviso railyards, while other 
also promised his government|medium and intruder aircraft last 


+ 
vv 


U.S. *Mission’ Businessmen 


Satirized In Soviet Comedy 





MOSCOW, Dec. 26 (AP)—Alexander Korneichuk, the amiable 


playwright who used to be a 


Vice-Foreign Commissar of the 


Soviet Union, has tickled Moscow theater-goers by injecting some 
bold laughs into Russian-American relations. 


At the Satire Theater his 


newest production, a three-act 


comedy entitled ’Mr. Perkins’ Mission to the Land of the Bolshe- 





MAAF HEADQ 
26—For the second day running, 
15th AAF heavies concentrated on 
German oil 


Germany and Poland as well as 
i rcaaaaaaas targets in northern 
y. 


ators bombed the Blechhammer 
south refinery in German Silesia 
_ ener formations -— oe 
. which was missed e 
ably would not make a decision on|heavies on Dec. 2. Sleehhemeer, 
—— ag on — 15th AAF’s 
priority ’ potentially 

to UP, the two leaders|the largest synthetic refineries in 





would resign at the first meeting it|night hit enem supply lines in 
could hold at Oslo after liberation. northern Italy. , _ 


+viks,”’ was presented to an audi- 


15th Bombers Blast 


Brux Oil Refineries 


UARTERS, Dec. 
targets today, attack- 
three synthetic refineries in 


Escorted Fortresses and Liber- 


one of 


pe. 
The third oil target was at Os- 


ults, ‘ 
Other Liberators attacked two 


Italy and reported hits on the 


Aided by improved flying wea- 


The brunt of yesterday’s air at- 


Sudetenland refineries at 


Medium forces of escorted Lib- 
The Liberators inflicted consider- 


The Graz rail- 


With weather grounding most of 


ence of 867 Russians and three 
Americans. 

Any resemblance between Mr. 
Perkins and any American big busi- 
nessman who has toured Russia in 
wartime was, of course, purely co- 
incidental. 

In brief, the story follows the 
travels of Mr. Perkins, a sausage 
king from Chicago who has *come 
to Russia to "see Mr. Stalin and 
learn the weaknesses there must 
be in this system.” 

The villain of the piece is a 
rodent-faced American journalist 
who accompanies Mr. Perkins, al- 
Ways sneering at Russian accom- 
plishments. He finally is disowned 
ay millionaire patron, who tells 


”The only weakness I’ve found in 
the Soviet system is that it doesn’t 
know its own strength.” 

The audience was much amused 
at the supposedly American traits 
attributed to Mr. Perkins. When a 
charming girl guide asks Mr. Per- 
kins whether he would like to see 
"Anna Karenina,” his reply: "I 
haven’t time for women.” 

The audience was equally appre- 
ciative when a captured German 
parachutist slurs President Roose- 
velt in Mr. Perkins’ presence and 
is promptly knocked down by a 
handsome Russian who says: 

"You can’t do that in front of 
our Allies.” 





Hirohito Feels War 
Now Really Serious 


LONDON, Dec. 26 (UP) — The 
German DNB news agency re- 
ported from Tokyo that the Jap- 
anese parliament met at 10 AM 
today and heard read a message 
from the Emperor Hirohito in 
which he said: "The war situa- 
tion is becoming increasingly ser- 
ious and~the Japanese peovle 
must concentrate more than ever 
on the war.” 





Chinese Strike Nips 
At Two New Points 


CHUNGKING, Dec. 26 — Mobile 
Chinese units have attacked Japa- 
nese positions north of Hengyang 
in central China seizing “large 
quantities of supplies” and killing 
a number of Japanese, Reuter’s re- 
ported today, quoting a Chinese 
High Command communique. 
Hengyang in the rice bowl of 
central China was captured early 
this summer by the Japanese, and 
its fall was the signal for the be- 
ginning of the determined Japanese 
drive through south China to 
Kweilin, Liuchow and Nanning. The 
High Command’s report indicated 
that guerrilla forces, long inactive, 
have sprung to life there, possibly 
stimulated by the Chinese successes 
in the past few weeks below Kwei- 
yang. 

The communique added that other 
Chinese units, going over to the 
offensive, attacked Japanese i- 
tions west of Chuansien, way 
town northeast of Kweilin. This, 
too, is a new field of action for the 
Chinese. 

Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, 


in a Christmas message yesterday 
from Chung , Said that a vic- 
torious end to the war against ag- 


gressor nations is "almost at hand.” 

stated: "The insane ra- 
pacity of Japan has brought un- 
speakable horror and misery. This 
is true of all the past eight years, 
but particularly so this year. Yet 
nowhere in this suffering world is 
there greater confidence than 
among the Chinese people that the 
- S this era pf conflict is at 


Philippine Ship Losses 
Admitted By Forrestal 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 26 (UP)— 
Secretary of the Navy James V. 
Forrestal said here today that the 
United States Navy had suffered 
damage at the hands of land-based 
Japanese aircraft in the Philip- 
pines since the big Philippine sea 
battle of Oct. 23-25, but plans for 
future action had not been dis- 
rupted. . 

The Secretary said that the Navy 
was not announcing the damage 
because it did not want to reveal 
to the Japanese what ships 
been hit or the extent of the dam- 
age or how soon the ships would 
be returned to action. 

Mr. Forrestal added that in spite 
of all the Japanese had been able 
to do both with their Navy and 
their land-based aircraft the Amer- 
icans and not the Japanese were 
winning the campaign for the 
Philippines. 


Super Forts, Navy 
Team To Continue 
Volcano Softening 


HARBOR, Dec. 26— 
American — Fortresses _ and 
ships of the United States Pacific 
Fleet joined forces Sunday in a 
combined air and sea assault upon 
Iwo Jima in the Volcano Group, 
halfway between Saipan and Tokyo, 
Admiral Chester Nimitz announced 
today. 

The coordinated attack climaxed 
17 consecutive days during which 
Iwo Jima has been subjected to 
pounding from the air by B-29s and 
Liberators. 

This was the third Naval shelling 
of the Japanese base and the second 
air-sea assault since the war began. 
The Yank ships stood off the island 
and bombarded coastal defenses. 
They encountered some resistance, 
but suffered no damage. 

The Volcanos, with their sister 
islands, the Bonins, are about 750 
miles from Tokyo and the same 
distance from Saipan. ‘Enemy 
planes from bases there raided 
Saipan during the first days fol- 
lowing the beginning of B-29 at- 
tacks upon the Japanese mainland. 
A press dispatch said that the 
enemy has been unable to attack 
Saipan from the air since the first 
coordinated sea-air blow on Dec. 7. 


Gls To Make Own 
‘Academy Awards’ 


ROME, Dec. 26—A GI motion pic- 
ture popularity poll was announced 
today by the Special Service Sec- 
tion, Headquarters, Rome Area. The 
poll is part of a world-wide contest 
org by the Overseas Motion 
Pict Service of the War Depart- 
ment. 
The poll will determine the selec- 
tion of GI "Academy Awards” to 
the best picture of the year; the 
best performance by_a male star; 
the best aa by a female 
star; the t comedy performance 
and the best performance by a 
glamor girl. Any picture shown this 
year is eligible, and any member of 
the Armed Forces is entitled to 
vote. 

A supply of ballots listing most 
of the pictures shown overseas this 
be made available at the 


Rest Center (AAF), and at Special 
Service Section, Hq. Rome Area. 
Votes should be taken in each unit 
as promptly as possible, with results 
to be submitted to Special Service 
not later than Jan. 3. 

The results, according to Capt. 
W. L. Perry, Special Service officer, 
will be helpful in determining fu- 
ture selections of films for overseas 
showings. 








Labor’s Request 


ROME, Dec. 26 — The Italian 
General Confederation of Labor 
has requested that it be repre- 
sented at the International Trade 
Union Congress to be held in Lon- 
don next March, Oreste Lizzadri, 
Socialist party delegate to the Brit- 
ish Labor party conference in Lon- 
don last week, said today that he 
received assurances from Sidney 
Hillman of the CIO and from the 


"We now dominate the waters| Soviet delegate at the conference 








over them,” he said. 


around those islands and the air — they would support the Ital- 


labor body’s request. 








So You Think You Have Troubles! 








LONDON, Dec. 26—An account of 
the immense difficulties that the 
British 14th Army is overcoming to 
carry out its drive into central 
Burma and the Mandalay region 
was given today by.a Reuter’s cor- 
respondent, quoting the Southeast 
Asia Command ”Souvenir,” service 
newspaper. 

The 14th, it was pointed out, has 
been fighting on the war’s most dif- 
ficult front and under. the worst 
possible conditions. How the more 
than half a million soldiers and 
300,000 coolies, even lived—let alone 
fought—in the Burma jungles "is 
one of the miracles of this war,” the 
newspaper said. 

Much of the credit was given to 
Maj. Gen. ”Alf” Snelling, in charge 
of administration. To feed the 14th, 
he planned to have his own farms, 
18,000 acres in all, located well for- 
ward. He set up a factory for salt- 
ing fish and mobile breweries to 





tons of food each day, and the dif-;sometimes ten miles by stretcher 





slake thirst. Still he had to bring 
in by rail, road, air or water 1.200 


% 


ferent tastes, habits and religious 
customs of British, Indians, Gurk- 
has, Africans made the ration prob- 
lem even more —— 

Snelling and his 14th Army driv- 
ers and engineers kept 50,000 ve- 
hicles moving along incredible jun- 
gle and mountain roads through 
dust storm and monsoon mud. 

During the great battles of Im- 
phal and Kohima, when the 14th 
threw the Japs out of India, 30,000 
noncombat troops were flown out 
of Imphal and 30,000 casualties. 
Two and a half divisions were flown 
in and almost as many more re- 
placements, as well as 50,000 tons 
of supplies. 

There were mules from India, 
Africa and the United-States and 
little South African donkeys. There 
were elephants, chiefly employed on 
bridging. ¢ 

The hospital problem, wrote the 
Reuter’s correspondent, was stag- 
fering. Wounded men were. borne 





through jungles, over mountains, 
across torrents. Sunderland Flying 
Boats took Chindit casualties from 
Indawgi Lake in the heart of Japa- 
nese-held Burma to Brahmaputra 
River. The wounded were carried 
out by mule, jeep, sampan, barge, 
hospital ship, truck, train and 
plane. 

But if there were 27,000 wounded 
at the time of the great battles, 
there were ten times that number 
of malaria and dysentery cases. 
Medical men and engineers cut this 
in half in recent months. 

The writer concluded: ”A great 
army overcame vast spaces, a dark, 
dense, treacherous jungle that filled 
that space; evil beasts and insects 
and snakes that dwelt therein and 
carried death to men; leeches, lice 
and ticks; the sun’s high blaze and 
the night’s dew and its lonely _ter- 
ror; rain, mist and mud. They 
conquered all and foulest of all—the 
Japanese ens” 
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House Committees 
Set To End Duties 
As Probing Agents 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 26 (ANS)— 
The Dies Committee and some 
dozen other special House investi- 
gating groups seem headed for a 
quiet burial next week on Capitol 
Hill. 

The current mood is to deny them 
an extension of life when their 
powers expire at midnight Jan. 2. 

The _ special committee investi- 
gating un-American. activities, bet- 
ter known as the Dies Committee, 
is one of the oldest and certainly 
best-known of the group. 

Its chairman, Rep. Martin Dies 
(D., Texas), did not seek reelection. 
Without the colorful Texan to lead 
the biennial renewal of the fight 
other members have decided to 
call it quits. 

Several hundred filing cabinets 
are packed with Dies Committee 
records. 

Another headline-making com- 
mittee, "The Select Committee To 
Investigate the Acts of Executive 
Agencies Beyond the Scope of 
Their Authority” likewise is ex- 
pected to die. 

Its chairman is Rep. Howard W. 
Smith (D., Va.), father of many 
committee reports lambasting OPA 
and other executive agencies. 

Chairman Carl Vinson (D., Ga.), 
has said he will not seek continu- 
ance of special investigating groups 
within his House Naval Committee. 

Chairman Andrew J. May (D., 
Ky.), is expected to ask that the 
House Military Committee be al- 
lowed to continue its special inves- 
tigatory work. 


President Approves 
Flood Control Bill 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 26 (ANS)— 
President Roosevelt on Saturday 
approved a billion dollar program of 
flood control projects, but Congress 
must still appropriate the money 
for specific projects. Flood check- 
ing works, reclamation of hydro- 
electric power and similar develop- 
ments are contemplated. 

In signing the bill, the President 
said that the legislation "is a step 
forward in the development of na- 
tional water resources and power 
policies.” In approving the Mis- 
souri Valley projects embraced by 
the bill, President Roosevelt said 
he did so understanding that the 
measure would not jeopardize the 
creation of a Missouri Valley au- 
thority. 

That such a program would in 
some ways parallel the Tennessee 
Valley Authority should be con- 
sidered at an early opportunity by 
Congress, the President asserted. 
The big program was projected as 
a major phase of the Government’s 
plans for job creating public works 
when peace comes. 

The next Congress will consider a 
proposal fo set up a regional au- 
thority to administer the program. 
There is a 200,000,000 dollar author- 
ization for general flood control in 
the lower Mississippi River; 35,000- 
000 dollars for the Arkansas river 
basin; 45,000, dollars for the 
White River; 70,000,000 dollars for 
the Ohio River Valley; 50,000,000 
dollars for the Sacramento and 
Williamette basin. 

The bill also calls for soil erv- 
sion works to be handled by the 
Agriculture Department at a cost 
of nearly 100,000,000 dollars. 


Mrs. Roosevelt ‘Adopts’ 
Third Child War Victim 


NEW YORK, Dec. 26 (ANS)— 
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt has 
“adopted” her third child war vic- 
tim—Gabrielle Dorea, a French 
girl. Her adoption by the First Lady 
was announced by Mrs. Edna Blue, 
executive chairman of the Foster 
Parents Plan for War Children. 

She said that the child was one 
of 25 found by a plan representative 
being cared for by a woman in a 
deserted Normandy house. The chil- 
dren, many of them ill, were living 
on black bread and coffee and had 
Only one blanket for all of them. 

Mrs. Roosevelt’s other “adopted” 
children were Paulette Le Mescam, 
& French girl, and Rose Mary How- 
ard, the six-year-old daughter of a 
British seaman. The Foster Par- 
ents Plan operates 45 children’s 
homes in England, Prance and 
Malta. Each foster parent pays 15 
a gg @ month for the care of a 














Cook County 
Divorces Hit 
New Record 











CHICAGO, Dec. 26 (ANS)—Court 
officials were unable to report tu- 
day any era of "good will toward 
men” on the home front, divorce 
actions having jumped to new high 
records. 

With 1944 statistics available, up 
to Dec. Ist, 16,044 divorce suits 
were filed in Cook County superior 
and circuit courts in eomparison 
with 13,039 for the same period 
last year. 

Several nights ago several hun- 
dred ill-mated persons seeking to 
beat the Christmas deadline jam- 
med divorce courts, filled all seats. 
packed the. aisles and sat on the 
window sills awaiting their turn. 

Superior Court Judge John A. 
Sbarbdaro, after signing decrees for 
five straight hours, observed: "In 
the good old days most people 
thought Christmas was a happy 
season for getting married, now 
unhappily the custom seems to be 
reversed.” 

The increase was attributed to 
the economic independence women 
have won through war jobs, ac- 
cording to a survey of the Cook 
County judges. ee 


Senate Committee 
Hears Budget Bill 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 26 (ANS)— 
A Senate subcommittee yesterday 
outlined a bill to make full em- 
ployment a reality by coordinated 
D before become scarce. 

The bill would require the Presi- 
dent to submit to the opening ses- 
sion of each Congress an up-to-date 
employment budget specifying the 
number of jobs needed in the en- 
suing period and the amount of 
investment and expenditure neces- 
sary to create them. Congress would 
then act to make up the prospective 
deficiencies. 

The measure was drafted by the 
War Contracts Subcommittee of 
the Senate Military Affairs Com- 
mittee. Chairman James F. Murray 
(D., Mont.), said that it will be 
introduced in a perfected form soon 
after the new Congress convenes. 
The first task of that Congress, he 
added, will be to guarantee Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s proposal of 60,- 
000,000 postwar jobs or whatever 
number are needed for full em- 
ployment. 


ATC Will Carry: Civilian 
Passengers After Jan. 1 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 26 (ANS)— 
The War Department announced 
that the Air Transport Command 
on Jan. 1, will begin carrying civil- 
ians on a limited basis. Fares will 
be comparable to commercial air- 
line rates. Before civilian passen- 
gers will be permitted to use ATC 
planes, the Department said, the 
State Department must certify their 
trips are in the nation’s interest. 





IT’S IN DUFFY SQUARE, 


front, is a military secret. 


MEN 
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GIs on the western front, pounded by the latest German buzz bombs, would like to know "where 
the hell is our own V-2,” about which they have been reading in the newspapers for some time. 
Well, here it is—on display on New York’s Duffy Square and Broadway. Just how many of 
these "doodle bugs,” as the British call them, have been produced and are ready for use at the 





Home Front To Feel 
Greater Restrictions 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 26 (ANS)— 
Further home front belt-tightening 
and even possible revisions of mili- 
tary schemes are indicated as the 
result of an American-British re- 
view of the world supply situation. 

The British Minister of State 
Richard K. Law has been in Wash- 
ington this week talking with 
President Roosevelt, Secretary of 
War Henry L. Stimson, Secretary 
of State Edward R. Stettinius, Jr., 
and Harry Hopkins. 

The need for relief supplies in 
liberated Europe is so great, Law 
told them, that the whole picture 
of shipping and basic civilian sup- 
plies throughout the world must 
be reshaped. 

The main bottleneck is shipping, 
which has been diverted to an in- 
creasing extent to the Patific. The 
present Philippines’ campaign will 
require even more. 

One official said that the short- 
age is such that Allied military 
forces could not enter any new 
theater until the shipping loosens 
up some. a 

Ships undoubtedly will be taken 
back from the South Atlantic and 
South American trade to which 
they were released after the sub- 
marine menace was licked and the 
early war shipping scarcity had 








eased. 





New Olson-Johnson Show 
Running Gag On Mrs. FDR 





NEW YORK, Dec. 26 (ANS)—Last 
summer Ole Olsen and Chic John- 
son were going around saying that 
while they had no political axe to 
grind it certainly would be tough on 
them if President Roosevelt failed to 
get a fourth term. 

They were building a new show 
around Mrs. Roosevelt, they said, 
and the United Press reported they 
weren’t kidding, for in the first act 
of "Laffing Room Only,” which 
bowed into the Winter Garden Sat- 
urday night the comediarg work 
"Mrs. Roosevelt” overtime. 

It is a running gag based on her 
well-known travelling bent. An 
actress wearing a mask duplicating 
the First Lady’s features pops up 
and down, in and out of almost 
every scence of this musical revue. 
In fact, two actresses share the 
chore because on at least one oc- 
casion Mrs. Roosevelt walks off 
through one door and comes back 
on through another wearing an en- 
tirely different costume before you 
can snap your fingers. 

They have Mrs. Roosevelt coming 
up out of a coal mine, coming down 
the ladder from an airship, in the 
upper berth of a Pullman and mem- 





ory can’t recall where else. She 
never says a word; just hustles and 
smiles. 

A couple of other national fig- 
ures have a brief inning on the 
stage. In one scene is an actor made 
up to look like a statue of Herbert 
Hoover. The statue is labeled "The 
Forgotten Man.” In walks a*man 
made up to look like Gov. Thomas 
Dewey, he bids the statue move over 
and sits down beside it. 

The show is the usual mad col- 
lection of fire, bad gags and 
practical jokes, sprung -with such 
rapidity as to keep you gasping, 
that made Olsen and Johnson’s 
"Hellzapoppin” and "Sons O’ Fun” 
popular successes. 

This one is a bit more elaborate. 
Scenically the entertainment takes 
place all over the theater, from the 
time you enter the door when a 
tramp comic flirts with women. One 
”actor” is in and out of the aisles 
ushering people to seats and making 
a huge practical joke of the busi- 
ness. On opening night he led one 
man clear across the house, clam- 
bering over seated persons, onto and 
across the stage apron and around 
through boxes before getting him 
in the right location. 











‘GI Joe’ In Hollywood 
Finds Thrills Aplenty 


HOLLYWOOD, Dec, 26 (ANS) 
—Cpl. James D. Slaton, 33, of 
Gulfport, Miss., much decorated 
GI, has been busy since he came 
to Hollywood to act in "GI Joe,” 
the film version of Ernie Pyle’s 
best-selling war book. 

Slaton went through the Medi- 
terranean campaigns virtually 
unscathed, winning the Congres- 
sional Medal of Honor and British 
and Russian des re’? -" “er da- 
stroying three German machine 
gun nests in one afternoon. 

Then last week he was hit by 
a car while crossing Hollywood 
Blvd., and painfully cut and 
bruised. As soon as Slaton got 
out of the hospital he and Nelda 
Marshall of Hollywood—whom he 
met two months ago in Wash- 
ington—eloped to Las Vegas, Nev., 
and were married late Saturday. 


Hold Those Airports, 
War Group Insists 


WASHINGTON, Déc. 26 (ANS)— 
Chairman James M. Mead (D., 
N. Y.), announced today that Sen- 
ators James M. Tunnell (D., Del.), 
and Harold H. Burton (R., Ohio), 
of the Senate War Investigating 
Committee, have been instructed to 
find out what has been done or 
will be done with American-con- 
structed airports when they make 
a flying trip to North Africa after 
Christmas. 

Mead said the committee is de- 
termined that Uncle Sam keep a 
string on the world-wide system of 
landing fields which military en- 
gineers have built in foreign coun- 
tries until it becomes certain that 
this country will share in the avi- 
ation rights in those countries. 

Tunnell and Burton will also 
check the coordination of American 
civil, military and relief agencies 
abroad, inquire into tapering off 
lend-lease, learn the plans for post- 
war disposition of facilities and 
find out how much oil is coming 
out of the Middle East for the 
fighting fronts. 

"We particularly want the State 
Department to have a string at- 
tached to that lineup of airfields 
from Casablanca to Cairo when it 
goes into a conference to determine 
landing rights all over the world,” 
Mead said. 


That’s All 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 26 (ANS)— 
Departing from the usual Congres- 
sional practice of b many 
factors for his defeat for reelection, 
Rep. Usher L. Burdick (R., N. D.), 
told the House yesterday that "lack 
of votes” cost him his seat. 





Post Office Handles 
Record Xmas Mail 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 26 (ANS)— 
The Post Office Department had 
the Christmas rush licked again 
today, thanks largely to an esti- 
mated 150,000 women volunteer 
helpers and the fact that many 
people mailed early. In only a few 
isolated cases did the gifts remain 
undelivered, the Department re- 
ported. 

No employees were required to 
make deliveries on Christmas Day 
| and those volunteers who did work 
delivered only perishables and 
Christmas packages. 

The seasonal rush started this 
year when the Department was al- 
ready groggy from handling 
85,000,000 packages for servicemen 
overseas, the greatest single postal 
job ever accomplished. The De- 
partment added to the regular staff 
of 370,000 an extra 200,000 to 
250,000, of whom 70 percent were 
women. 

Many volunteered for carrier 
work although they weré not asked 

do so. The Department paid 
tribute to many people who co- 
operated by mailing early. Plans 
for the 1945 Christmas mailing sea- 
son will begin tomorrow, the De- 
partment officials said. 


Coast Band Leader Dies 
Under Odd Circumstance 


BERKELEY, Calif. Dec. 26 
(ANS) —Neil Bondshu, 30-year-old 
bandleader at San _ Francisco's 
swank St. Francis Hotel, died late 
yesterday just three days after he 
disappeared from the hotel in the 
band’s station wagon. 

He was found unconscious in a 
hotel room here after police had 
sent out a bulletin of the. disap- 
pearance. Hospital attendants said 
the cause of the death was listed 








officially as unknown. Doctors 
earlier said he was under t' itment 
because of a condition resulting 


from an apparent overdose of a 
sedative. 


Carol Ann To Be Next 
Star Performer In Trial 


HOLLYWOOD, Dec. 26 (ANS)— 
A quiet Christmas was observed 
yesterday by chubby 14-month-old 
Carol Ann Betry, who is scheduled 
to appear with former screen com- 
edian Charlie Chaplin Tuesday be- 
fore a grand jury which is to decide 
whether he is the father of the 
curly haired daughter of Joan Berry. 

She will be exhibited beside Chap- 
lin when the trial resumes after 
the holiday recess to determine 
whether she resembles the one-time 
movie king of pantomime. 
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Proof For Parsons 


Dear Editor: 

Contrary to S-Sgt. Parsons’ elo- 
quent letter published in Mail Call, 
Dec. 2nd, the so-called "impossible” 
can and does often happen in com- 
bat. It happened to Sgt. William B. 
Anville, an artilleryman with the 
93st Division. Every fact, as The 
Stars and Stripes reported it in a 
flash, Nov. 17th, was absolutely true. 
Every fact is substantiated by eye- 
witnesses. 

Sgt. Anville DID get blown half 
way around a haystack by the con- 
eussion of a German shell. 

His dog tags WERE dented by 


shell fragments. 

There WERE two holes in his 
undershirt where shell fragments 
had passed through. 

There was no "imagination get 
the best of them” in that, Sgt. Par- 
sons. It was cold reality that per- 
haps, in your limited combat exper- 
ience, you could not understand. 

As Major Herschel J. Gaddy, our 
battalion S-3 said, "The story about 
Anville was not an ‘impossibility’. 
I was there when it happened. And 
after the shelling I saw Anville’s 
bed roll on one side of the haystack 
and ripped clothing on the other 
side, where he had just got up. 
The explosion of the shell, less than 
20 yards away, had blown him 
around.” 

Perhaps the sergeant is a trifle 
exuberant about his knowledge of 
what can and cannot happen in 
combat. What he could not see in 
a hospital was seen by a dozen of 
us. If we can't believe what we see, 
then what can we believe? If The 
Stars and Stripes cannot report 
what happens in combat—it might 
just as well give up. 

Meanwhile, skeptical Parsons is 
invited up to our battalion any time 
to see exhibits A and B (the dog 
tags and undershirt) and to talk 
to the men who saw "The Impos- 
sible.” 

—Cpl. Albert Harris 
Cpl. E, Jay Winter 
Cpl. K. D. Williams 
Sgt. Robert~V. Campbell 
T-Sgt. Moe Kaplan 
S-Sgt. Robert Stringfellow 


. . . S-Sgt. Parsons wrote: "Out 
guns will f.re 275 rnds in 30 seconds, 
but n 50 rnds ir. one minute be- 
cause gun cannot be loaded that 
fast!” 

On the contrary, sarge, they can 
and have been loaded that fast. A 
50 cal. MG is one of the slowest 
MGs, but get it red hot and just 
watch it fire. I firmly believe the 
50 will fire 300 rnds per 30 seconds. 


fired a 50 cal. and it was red hot 
most of the time. 

One of our units were counter- 
attacked one night and my gun 
fired nearly 1400 rnds during the 
40 minutes the attack lasted. I 
changed barrels also. 

I'll say this, S-Sgt. Parsons: On 
the line, strange things take place. 
If it’s necessary, you can do some 
things which are ‘almost’ impossible. 

—Sgt. John M. Morris, Int. 

... After reading S-Sgt. Parsons’ 
letter in Mail Call Dec. 2nd issue, I 
think his suggestion of having an 
"Impossible column” or a "liar’s 
contest” would be a swell idea. 
Since I have been overseas, I have 
heard some impossible Ging which 
would make the Superman look like 
a girl scout. 

—Pvt. Robert L. Camthers, Ord. 


Opening For Lemke 


Dear Editor: 

In regard to the feature story on 
the exploits of Pvt. Edwin Lemke 
in the issue of Stars and Stripes 
for Nov. 28th, — am interested to 
know why Pvt. Lemke has stead- 
fastly refused all offers for promo- 
tion in his three years of service 
overseas. 

I cannot bring myself to believe 
that. any soldier who has fought 
so well for so long has never been 
recommended for a promotion of 
some sort. If Pvt, Lemke be of the 
stolid, stubborn soldierly type which 
maintains "Through this war and 
the next as a P-V-T,” Sgt. Bob 
Fleisher, staff writer, certainly 
overlooked one of the best tag lines 
in his journalistic experience. 

Then, come now—let’s see what 
can be done for soldier Lemke. If 
ratings are frozen in the 34th, I 
could always use another gunner 
on my B-24 crew. 

—2nd Lt. Patrick H. Tolson, AC 


For Kids 


Dear Editor: 

We agree with Cpl. Arine 100 per- 
cent when he says that it is not 
only a sin, but a crime when we 
are made to throw our left-overs 
in the garbage can instead of giv- 











Puptent 
-Poets 


Spring Will Be A Little 
Late This Year 


Two Christmasses came; 

Christmasses went, 

And thirty long months over here, 
we've spent. 

Now thirty long months is an awful 
long’ time, 

To be getting your happiness out 
of the vine. 

They’ve tried to console us with a 
thing called rotation, 

But we think that that starts after 
the duration. 

We're starting to wonder, and ask 
as we pray: 

Is our twenty percent over here to 


stay? 

Back in the States, the people all 

Thinking the war will be over by 
Spring. 

But all the boys know from the 
front to the rear, 

That Spring will be a little late this 


year. 
—S-Sgt. C. L. Withers 
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Memory 


Your leave is done; I marvel yet. 
What is the charm, so new, so old 
That hides dark clouds with silver 


net, 
That gilds the very hills with gold? 
And were Ghiberti’s gates ajar? 
To compensate in some small way 
For all we miss, for things that bar 
The way of normal life to-day. 
Were we all wed to enter there, 
The food to taste, the wine to sip, 
To find the gift that shines so fair 
The gift of true companionship? 
We gers: for us the world stood 

Ss , 
For. fleeting seconds, self was dead. 
Perhaps we missed the heady thrill 
But greater far the peace instead. 
—Maj. F. E. Lad, RE 





Weather Report 


Night arrives much sooner now 
And after chow the skies are dark. 
The wind can have a lonely sound 
And hilltop trees are stark. 
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ing it to the poor hungry kids who: 


are always present wherever troops 
are eating. Not only do we observe 
kids going hungry. but adults, too. 

Some seem to think the guard's 
at fault. We don’t blame the guard. 
He is only carrying out orders which 
we feel certain hurts him inside, 
as much as the kid who goes away 
hungry. , 

We should try to relieve this in- 
human act. Let us be what we claim 
we are — kind. 

—Sgt. L. Lajaunie 





Of course, you may pay for-a gun 
barrel if you do this; but I have 


Pfc. E. H. Braddock 








WHEN IN ROME _ 








STAGE 


mee Today 





Ristorante Amedeo, 17-19 Via Fabio 


ENSA’s Argentina Theater, Largo | Massimo. 


Argentina, Opera: Today, 3:15 PM. At! 


Restaurant Del Gambero, 11-17 Via 


7:30 PM, on the stage: "Someone At Del Gambero, for day leave EM. 


The Door.” Comedy thriller. 
SCREEN 
ARC movie house—Barberini, Piazza 
Barberini. Four shows daily: 3:00, 5:00, 
7:00, 9:00 PM. 
Richard Dix and Preston Foster. 
Tickets for British soldiers 


Alexander Club — 
tembre. 

ENSA Supercinema—Via Nazionale 
and Via Agostino Depretis. "Two Girls 
And A Sailor,”” June Allyson, Gloria 


De Haven. All week. Continuous from | 


2:00 PM. Last show at 8:00 PM. 
OF CLUBS 
Visit the ARC EM Club. Casino 
delle Rose. Conducted tours at 9:00 
AM and 2:00 PM plus daily activities. | 


Snack bar open 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM.! 


3:30 PM—''The 
Rome."’ Slide talk. 
6:30 PM—Italian class. - 
8:00 PM—Birthday party. 7 
8:30 PM—Movie. | 
ARC Officers’ Cluk—Hotel Barber-/ 

ini. Piazzi Barberini. 
Tours at 9:00 AM and 2:00 PM. 
RESTAURANTS 
GI restaurants open 10:30 AM to 
1:30 PM; 4:30 to 7:00 PM. Beat the 
black market—eat at Home.” 
Ristorante Roma, 35 Piazza Poli. 


Story Of Pagan 


Ristorante San Carlo, 120 Corso 
Umberte. 

Ristorante Castaldi for GIs on day 
leave, 15 Via Nazareno. I 





|Largo Teatro Valle, 11:30 AM to 3:00 


"American Empire,” | 


may } 
be obtained at the information desk, | 
Via Venti Set- | 





Restaurant for American officers, 
nurses and uniformed guests; open 7 
Via Parma. 

Air Forces Rest Camp Restaurant— 


PM, and 4:00 PM to 6:36 PM. 
Nirvanetta Supper Club. Dinner at 
7:30 PM. Cabaret and Bar. Allied 
officers. Largo Tritone. 
CURFEW 
All civilian and Allied personnel 
curfew at midnight. 


R . 
adio Program 
AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 
STATION 
ROME 
Wednesday, Dec. 27 
HIGHLIGHTS.- 
6:30—Reveille Roundup—News 
10:00—Concert Hall 
10:30—Encore—Fanny Brice 
11:30—Hymns From Home 
12:30—News 
1:00—Shining Hour 
2:00—BBC News 
3:15—Concert Hall of the Air 
5:00—Burns and Allen 
5:30—Downbeat 
6:00—News—Intermezzo 
6:30-—Kollege of Musical Knowledge 
7:00—News 


695 K 432 M 


| 8:30—Wot Cher Chum?. (BFS) 


9:00—Suspense 

10:00—This Is The Story 
11:00—News From The States 
11:30—Sign Off 





December is a tired month— 
The land lies sad and spent. 


_|And rain is very frequent now 


Like tears upon my tent. 
—Set. Virgil Scott 


On Things 





-|Like haunting refrains of Chopin, 


Antiques from across the Arno 


Will live as mementoes of a visit 


To Florence a mere few weeks 
After the Tuscan capital’s libera- 


tion: 
With material objects there’s hop- 


No matter where I might go, 

— will ask: "... and what 

Which makes things live?” One 
seeks 

An answer from the inanimate, for 
there’s animation 

To be had from beauty; guidance 
to groping 

Through darkness: these secrets I 
must know! 

—F. O: Doug Wallace 


Oh, To Be 


Ah, to be a sergeant 

And boss other men around, 

Catch them shuffling swiftly 

As they hear my foot steps sound. 

Ah, to wear three shiny stripes, 

And never have to do KP. . 

With three whole chevrons, 

The gal’s would notice me. 

Ah, not to stand all day 

When waiting for my pay 

I would have authority, 

And always get priority. 

Ah. what bliss to sit and think— 

Ah, what joy would be 

If they'd only leosen up and fire. 

Just one more stripe at me! 
—Cpl. F. B. Bennett 











TWO OF THE 





An old timer in the game himself, Bill Picket of B 
Conn., who has made almost 400,000 barrels since he went to 
work at Winchester in 1886, fingers his deer gun, a lever-action 
model 94 that will be 50 years old this year. The carbine was 
the first gun built to fire smokeless powder cartridges. 
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Readers In U. S. Show 
Wide Range Of Interest 





NEW YORK, Dec. 26—U. S. read- 
ers, and that included millions of 
soldiers, liked mystery and comic 
books this year. They also enjoyed 
biography, past and current his- 
tory, religious novels and war books. 
In short, America read most any- 
thing between hard or soft covers 
this year, and read like never be- 


: | fore. 


The wartime book boom which 
began in 1942 leaped to new peaks 
in 1944. Almost every published 
book was sold, and many a title 
would have sold far more copies if 
mcre paper had been available. 

Today, in addition to the immense 
success of paper-bound reprints, 
paper rationing has accustomed 
readers to cheaper bcoks, with thin- 
ner paper, smaller type and nar- 
rower margins. In other words, 
reader totals have mounted as book 
prices have dropped. 

In the stress and strain of war, 
people were reading to be enter- 
tained, to escape from their every- 
day worries. 

It was the story which sent 
Kathleen Winsor’s Forever Amber 
to the top of the best-seller list. But 
readers wanted to be informed as 
well as entertained. 


READ ABOUT WAR 


War books continued in strong 
demand, with such human-interest 
and eyewitness accounts as Ernie 
Pyle’s Here Is Your War and Brave 
Men, and Robert Sherrod's Tarawa, 
in the lead. Likewise, Jack Bel- 
den’s frank Still Time To Die, and 
Charles Wertenbaker’s Invasion! 
were difficult to find at book stores. 

Postwar books were popular. 
Nothing but a wide and deep na- 
tional interest could account for the 
extraordinary popularity of Sum- 
ner Welles’ authoritative treatise on 
world organization, The Time For 
Decision, which week after week 
stayed second only to Bob Hope’s 
I Never Left Home (1,250,000 copies) 
on the nonfiction best-seller lists 
and finally topped them. 

Poetry, as usual, suffered from 
national neglect: W. H. Auden’s 
For The Time Being: Ey E. Cum- 
mings’ 1 X 1; Robert Fitzgerald’s A 
Wreath For The Sea; Marianne 
Moore’s Nevertheless, among the 
better ones. But 1944 also witnessed 
a new popular poet of high quality. 
Russell Davenport’s My Country, 
simple, sometimes patriotically 
overcharged paean to American des- 
tiny, ran up the astonishing (for 
poetry) printing total of 30,000 





copies. 
» Past and current, was 





also a steady seller. Will Durant 
completed the third volume of his 
monumental history of civilization, 
Caesar And Christ. Charles and 
Mary Beard ended their fruitful 
collaboration with The Basic His- 
tory Of The United States. Only 
a step below in popularity was John 
Dos Passcs’ State Of The Nation, 
a brilliant survey of the home front. 


RELIGION TO FORE 


Religious novels again were popu- 
lar. Lloyd Douglas’ The Robe. a 
508-page novel of primitive Chris- 
tianity, outstripped all rivals with 
a sale of 1,500,000 copies to date. 
Zofia Kossak’s Blessed Are The 
Meek, based on the life of St. Fran- 
cis of Assisi, was one of the most 
read novels, and A. J. Cronin’s The 
Green Years, a study of a young 
Scottish boy's spiritual growing 
Pains, got a prodigious first print- 
ing of 100,000. : 

Women novelists wrote more than 
half of the year’s best-sellers. Firm 
favorites were Elizabeth Goudge’s 
Green Dolphin Street; Margery 
Sharp's Cluny _ Brown; Lillian 
Smith’s Boston-Banned story of 
miscegenation in the South, 
Strange Fruit, and Gwethalyn Gra- 
ham’s homely rebuff to Canadian 
anti-Semitism, Earth And High 
Heaven. 

First novelist John Hersey’s A 
Bell For Adano made a clean sweep 
of critical and popular honors (ex- 
cept with some military and mili- 
tary government officials) in the 
war fiction field. Runners-up were 
Joseph Pennell’s The History Of 
Rome Hanks, a_ blood-and-guts 
story of the Civil War that proved 
too much for some stomachs, and 
in complete contrast, Harry Brown's 
quiet, sensitive A Walk In the Sun. 


Conscientious Objectors 
Help Study Of Jaundice 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 26 (ANS)— 
For more than a year conscientious 
objectors have been serving volun- 
tarily as subjects for a study of yel- 
low jaundice, the Army disclosed. 

Brig. Gen. S. Bayne Jones, dep 
uty chief of the Preventive Medicine 
Section of the S General's 


fi] Office, explained that the disease 


cannot be reproduced successfully 12 
the lower forms of animal life. AP- 
proximately 75 objectors have vol- 
unteered to assist the experiments 
in special laboratories in Philadel- 
phia and near New Haven, Conn. 
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LE ON Be, we 


FEAR—The joy of liberated Parisians turned to fear when a fanatic sniper fired on the crowds 
from a building on the Place de la Concorde. In their frenzied efforts to escape, they hid be- 
hind bicycles, barbed wire, poles and each other. 


LOVELY—Frances (The Shape) Vorne’s pin-up pictures actu- 

ally went to war. Fliers in the Pacific deluged her with requests 

to drop copies to Jap soldiers inscribed: ’Eat your hearts out, 
you monkeys—here’s what we’re fighting for.” 
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GI Plays Mountain 


King With Foe, Wins 





By Sgt. BOB FLEISHER 
Staff Correspondent 
WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Dec. 26—Every regiment has written 
in its records one particular saga that stands out in toughness 


and grimness a little above all other battles. For the regiments in 
Italy the names of these battles usually begin with the abbrevia- advocated today by Rep. Clare 


tion, Mt. 


And with the sagas of the great battles go the stories of the 
heroes. Maybe the heroes aren’t always recognized by the outside 
world, but they are known to the men on the mountains and, by 


Mrs. Luce Favors 
Definite Time Limit 
For Yanks In Line 


By Sgt. JACK FOISIE 
Staff Correspondent 
WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Dec. 26 
—A definite tour of duty overseas 
for the combat infantryman was 


Boothe Luce (&., Conn.), following 
the completion of her three-day 
tour of the 5th Army area. 

The Connecticut Congresswoman, 
prefacing her remarks with the ad- 
mittance that it’s a bit late in the 





their buddies at least, they will+ 

For the 350th Infantry Regi- |. 
ment such a battle was the one for 
Mount Battaglia and such a hero y 
was T-Sgt. Manuel V. Mendoza of 
Mesa, Ariz. 

Taking Mount Battaglia was aj} 
tough assignment. Holding it for 
seven days against a savagely coun- 
terattacking enemy was perhaps 
tougher. On the seventh day Jerry | 
made his supreme bid for the moun- | 
tain which was then the point of | 
the most advanced 5th Army spear- | 
head in Italy. 

CONSTANT SHELLING 


It had been a week of non-stop | 
shelling and mortaring against the| 
Yanks dug in on the mountain crest, | 
but on the last day the barrage 
reached its peak of intensity, and at 
1800 hours an estimatei 200 Ger- 
mans armed with machine pistols, 
rifles, hand grenades and flame 
throwers, charged up the hill in a 
last, desperate effort to dislodge the 
doughboys from the strategically- 
important feature. 

Mendoza was taking a break in 
his foxhole near Co. B’s SP when 
the noise of the small arms fire and 
German artillery awakened him. He 

~abbed his tommy-gun and raced 
toward the crest o. the hill, stopping 
a'small piece of shrapnel in his leg 
on the way up. 

Near an ancient stone castle, on 
*he company’s left flank, the 
enemy's mortar barrage had its 
worst effect. The dead and wounded 
were lying everywhere; one entire 
rifle squad just to the left of the 
castle had been completely neu- 
tralized; one machine gun within 
the castle had been knocked out; 
a second received a direct hit, kill- 
ing the entire crew; and the men 
of the third kad been forced to 
withdraw to escape the withering 
fie of the 200 Nazis charging up 
the hill. 

The left flank was wide open. 
Mendoza stood on the crest alone. 

What happened next has been 
checked and verified a dozen times. 
I. has peen written into the regi- 
mental history and into the Men- 
doza citation which must follow. 


TOMMY-GUN TALKS 


Mendoza open! fire with his 
tommy-gun and emptied five clips 
into the advancing enemy. When the 
ammunition was gone, he picked up 
a carbine lying nearby and emptied 
its magazine at the Jerry attackers. 
By this time the man with the flame 
thrower had nearly reached the 
crest. Mendoza emptied his pistol 
and the Kraut dropped. 

At this point Mendoza had ac- 
counted for approximately 15 Jerries 
but the attacking wave had not been 
stemmed. The main body of the 
enemy were still coming up the hill, 
and fast. 

The platoon sergeant then raced 
over to the only undamaged ma- 
chine gun on the mountain peak 
and opened fire. The enemy con- 
tinued to close in. Unable to place 
the entire group under fire from 
the dug-in emplacement, Mendoza 
picked up the machine gun in his 
alands, slung the ammunition belt 
over his left shoulder, and advanced 
until he was over the peak and had 
« Clear field of fire down the north 
slope. 

Mendoza knelt down and placed 
the barrel of the 30 caliber gun 
across one knee. He fired from the 
hip. He sprayed the attackers. The 








not be forgotten. | 
| 


Y 


overseas in July, 1942, and assumed 
command of the veteran 57th in 
January, 1944. He holds the French 
Croix de Guerre, 
Flying Cross, Purple Heart and Air 
Medal with four oak leaf clusters. 


T-SGT. MENDOZA 





advance slowed and then stopped. 
When the machine gun grew too 
heavy to hold, Mendoza laid it on 
the ground and continued to fire 
until it jammed. 

The attack was broken and the 
enemy began to withdraw. Mendoza 
picked up a bunch of hand grenades 
and tossed them down the hill. They 
were not without result. Only after 
the enemy*had withdrawn was the 
sergeant able to call for help. He 
consolidated the position with all 
available men and then followed 
the enemy withdrawal down the 
slope. He walked among the German 
dead and picked up their weapons 
to prevent the enemy from using 
them in case they made another 
attack. On his way back he picked 
up. the badly wounded Jerry who 
had carried the flame thrower. 

The Germans left 30 dead on the 
slope of the hill. All of them were 
credited to Mendoza. The Nazis 
didn’t attack again. 





57th Group Commander 
Given Battle Promotion 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 
26—A battlefield promotion to the 
rank of colonel was the top Christ- 
mas present receivéd this year by 
Archie J. Knight of Fountain City, 
Iowa, 26-year-old commander of 
the famous 57th Fighter Group. The 
promotion came from Maj. Gen. 
John K. Cannon, Commanding 
General of the 12th AAF. 

Colonel Knight, one of the oldest 
active pilots in the 12th, arrived 





Distinguished 





''all practical purposes, has only the 


wa\the infantryman’s tour of duty 
@ should, of course, be determined by 

Army authorities in accordance with 
the military situation. Just so alJ- 


4\of getting out of combat by some 


war to be finding out such things, 
said that of all the impressions she 
had gained during her front area 
visits, the most pronounced one 
|dealt with the need for a goal— 
"something for the men to shoot 
at,” these men who risk their lives. 

She compared the infantryman’s 
endless role with that of the pilot 
j/whose combat is divided into defi- 
nite tours of duty, sometimes a cer- 
tain number of missions, or a num- 
ber of combat hours, or perhaps 
when the doctor says he needs to 
get away from combat. 

The infantryman, as it stands for 





\last and it carries a "shellshocked” 
or "yellow” taint. 
Mrs. Luce said that the length of 


man could have some definite hope 


means other than reclassification 
through wounds. 

She also advocated not only com- 
bat pay and appropriate badge for 
front-line medics, but also for re- 
connaissance cavalry units attached 
to infantry divisions. 

Yesterday Mrs. Luce, accompan- 
ied by Lt, Gen. Lucian K. Truscott, 
Jr., Commander of the 5th Army, 
ate Christmas dinner at 34th Divi- 
sion 168 Regimental Headquarters. 

Mrs. Luce also cleared up the 
confusion over why she didn’t re- 
turn to the United States with the 
other 15 members of the House Mili- 
tary Affairs Committee. 

Being grounded by the fog while 
trying to catch up with the other 
members was one reason and an 
earache, aggravated by = sinus 
trouble, was the other, she said. 


Dead Infantry Hero 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 26 *(ANS) 
—The Congressional Medal of 
Honor has been conferred post- 
humously on an_ infantryman 
whose "selfless heroism and calcu- 
lated sacrifice” spearheaded an at- 
tack and saved the lives of scores 
of his comrades. 

The War Department said the 
nation’s highest military honor 
has been given to S-Sgt. Arthur F. 
DeFranzo of Saugus, Mass., who 
fell, riddled by German bullets, in 
the hedgerows of France June 10. 
The award will be presented to his 
mother, Mrs. Grace DeFranzo. 
Capt. William E, Russel of Mil- 
linocket, Maine, commander of the 
lst Infantry Division company of 
which DeFranco was a member, de- 
scribed the boy’s feat as follows: 
"DeFranzo started out to help a 
wounded scout. Machine guns and. 
rifles opened up on him as though 
he were a battalion and not just 
@ single man. He reached the scout, 
carried him back but was wounded. 
"Ignoring the wound, he again 
returned to the field and led an 
advance on the enemy’s position, 
pumping clip after clip of bullets 
from his automatic rifle. One by 
one the emplacements became si- 


Wins Highest Honor’ 


YOU GOT A 





at his outfit on the 5th Army 


BETTER ONE? 





+ 


Because mice were opening Chrisimas boxes all over the place, 
Cpl. Irving Parnes of New York devised this electric mousetrap 


front. To insure good contact, a 


ring of water is placed around the device so that the mouse 
first gets his feet wet; then the mouse eats the cheese; then he 
touches the wire; then, presumably, he is electrocuted. 


(APS Photo by Graning) 





No Holiday 


Stars and 


For Fighter 


On Mission Over Reich 


By Sgt. ED CLARK 





Stripes Writer 


OVER GERMANY, CHRISTMAS EVE, 1944 (Delayed)—The 
three-quarter moon was brightly cold in mid-heaven, a sort of icy 
floodlight for the frozen ground below. It gave just enough light 
to outline the night fighter as she revved up off the runway before 
taking off into the sharp contrasts of bright glare and dark 
shadow. The pilot looked over his ship before clambering aboard. 





+He was Ist Lt. George R. Schrock 





Combat Medic Quits 
Front For West Point 

WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Dec. 
26—The nicest Christmas present 
of them all came to a rifle com- 
pany aid man with the 350th In- 
fantry Regiment, Pvt. Marsh 
Michael. He learned that he has 
been selected to attend the U. S. 
Military Academy at West Point, 
M. Be 

Just 20 years old, Pvt. Michael 
graduated from Monroe, Wis., 
high school in 1941. He was in- 
ducted at Camp Grant, Il, in 
December, 1942, and has been up 
front as a combat medic -since 
May. 








‘}0f Willoughby, Ohio, tall, lean 
and quite young, but a veteran 
of many lone missions into the 
night. Everything looked‘ all right. 
He didn’t have any small talk, not 
even for his navigator, 2nd Lt. Ed- 
mon J. Kantack of Greenleaf, Kan. 


TALKATIVE MECHANIC 

All the last minute conversation 
was made by the mechanic, Sgt. 
L. J. Belser, a Texan from the little 
town of San Augustine. He wished 
the moon were fuller, not because 
he had a girl, but for the crew. It 
sounded funny, he knew, but he 
guessed the plane was the only 
girl he cared much about. He asked 
pnd pilot if he’d put up his stock- 
ng. 
”"No,” said Schrock, "Not until 
after we get back.” 

Nobody said "Merry Christmas.” 

The battle lines were easy to 
find. Thousands of feet below, gun 





Spain’s Road 


FRANCO-SPANISH FRONTIER, 
tary authorities have built a great 
Province of Lerida, which will per- 


Bay of Biscay, reports reaching 








lent.” 


here today said. 





TERRY, I SENT FoR 
YOU TO TALK ABOUT A 
LITTLE DEAL THATS ON 
TY" “RONT BURNER... AS 
=” BOOKS SAY, IT WILL 
&S\ Be ‘DANGEROUS, IMPORTANT 
AND INTERESTING ‘/ 
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(Courtesy Chi. Trib -New York News Syndicate, Inc., distributed thru CNS) 


By CANIFF 
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THEY TELL ME WILLOW BELINDA WAS RUGGED \ 
ENOUGH TO HOLD OUT AGAINST THE JAPS...SHE 
MIGHT GET REAL TOUGH ABOUT WHAT YOU'RE THINKING 
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Strategic road in the Catalan 


and shell flashes brightened the 
moon glow. 

The young men and their lone 
ship were on an intruder mission. 


Dec. 26 (UP)—The Spanish mili-|They were to look for enemy t 


and supply movement behind the 
lines, to shoot up every train and 
truck they could find. Christmas 


mit military traffic to travel the|Eve didn’t have much to do with 
length of the Pyrenees up to the/their job. Signals and instructions 


came over the radio. The plane 
moved almost like a hawk, swerving 
and swinging, losing altitude and 
then picking it up again. 


NOT MUCH FLAK 


A little flak came up here and 
there, harmlessly, but otherwise 
there was no flicker of light to tell 
of life going on below. The ship 
might have been in the middle of 
some desert. Finally, the navigator 
ended the flight into Germany, said 
over the radio CLN ”we’re two min- 
utes late now, George, you’d better 
turn back.” 

Near the German side of the 
front, a pair of headlights suddenly 
gleamed brilliantly white. The night 
intruder changed course, dived and 
came across the road almost at 
tree-top height, gun hammering 
briefly. White fires spotted the road 
and the vehicle. The intruder 
swooped t and lost itself in the 
night. A few seconds later, a cheery 
voice came over the radio, gave the 
ship landing instructions, wished 
the crew "Merry Christmas.” 
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Lend Me 





“came to Italy as tail 


i——- By JIM BURCHARD 


NAPLES, Dec. 26—You don’t have 
to be an expert to realize that ten- 
nis in the States is strictly from 
hunger. 

If in doubt, just cast a roving 
eye over the 1944 First Ten roster 
recently released by the racquet 
moguls. Compared to First Ten 
lists of a few years back, this one 
resembles the seeded entry for a 
minor league tourney at the Jack- 
son Heights Tennis Club, N. Y, 

Sgt. Frankie Parker, the old stay- 
at-home married man, is rated No. 
1 in America. This, in itself, is the 
tipoff on the low ebb of U. 8S. ath- 
letics. When he was in his prime 
—a dim, distant memory—Parker 
was duck soup for a real first-rater. 
Witness that 1939 Davis Cup finale 
in Philadelphia when the Aussies 
removed the famous trophy to Down 
Under. 

Parker as top man is sad enough. 
But the perfect payoff is the in- 
clusion of J. Gilbert Hall in net- 
dom’s sacred circle. This actually 
brings home the extent to which the 
game has gone to seed. 


"Wheel Chair Special’ 


Hall’s age is something of a mys- 
tery, but before the war he was 
touted as a red-hot prospect for the 
national Veterans’ championship. 
You have to be 45 years or better to 
get into that rumpus, popularly 
known as "The Wheel Chair Spe- 
cial.” 

The first time we saw Hall he 
was at his peak. That was in 1928 
at the Orange Lawn Tennis Club, 
N. J. One of his toughest rivals was 
a kid fresh out of Georgetown 
named Gregory Mangin. Right up 
until the war they continued to 
pound balls at each other across 
many nets from coast to coast. 

In those days Mangin rolled in 
wealth. He was plunging in the 
stock market, and doing so well he 
came to tennis tournaments in a 
limousine replete with _liveried 
chauffeur. Hall, always a demo- 
cratic sort of chap despite a brother 
who was a bank president, rarely 
caréd whether he had'two coins to 
rub against each other as long as 
he could bum his way through the 
tennis circuit 12 months a year. 

After the ’29 crash, Mangin no 
longer appeared in the limousine. 
He gradually lost his zest for com- 
bat, and never regained it until he 

gunner in a 

Fortress. Hall joined up with 

a tank outfit, but never left the 

States. His advanced age finally 
resulted in his discharge. 


Tough On Mangin 


Perhaps it is just as well Mangin 
finished his missions and went home 
before this new t Ten was re- 
leased. Had he seen the list while 
on duty with the 15th AF, the shock 
might have knoéked him into Sec- 
tion 8. At home, among familiar 
scenes, he will be better able to 
weather the blow. 

Except for Parker and Don Mc- 
Neill, the new First Ten carries a 
strong aroma of cheese. It’s a safe 
bet that no GIs overseas ever heard 
of such present First Tenners as 
Jack McManis, Charlie Oliver and 
Frank Jossi. And they wouldn’t be 
hearing those names today had not 
war given the second-raters the 
chance of a lifetime. 

Tennis, like baseball, hockey and 
many other sports, will enter upon 
@ new and brilliant era after hos- 
tilities cease. But, judging from 
the First Ten, tennis will have a 
much longer road to travel. 

It’s too bad Bill Tilden is a pro. 
The Old Master, although well past 
the half-century mark, could have 
taken Parker, Segura and all the 
rest of the First Ten on one after- 
noon, and still retained enough pep 
for a few rubbers of bridge. 

As for Budge or Vines—well, why 
inflict more massacres on a world 
already suffering. 


Tinker Improving 

ORLANDO, Fla., Dec. 26 (ANS) 
—Joe Tinker, former Chicago Cub 
shortstop, is making his second 
comeback from’ serious — illness 
within:a year. The instigator of 
the famous Tinker-to-Evers-to- 
Chance doubleplays was brought 
to General Hospital last 
Tuesday night suffering from na- 
sal hemorrhages, high blood pres- 
sure and diabetes but was re- 
ported at the hospital yesterday 
as "out of danger unless compli- 
cations develon.” 















A Dream Pass That Was Notre Dame's Nightmare 








By Army News Service 

(This is the third in a series of 

thrills you may have missed 
which has been especially written 
jor GI sports fans.) 

Hellywood couldn’t have plan- 
ned a more thrilling finish to a 
football game than 23,000 naval 
trainees saw when the Great 
Lakes Naval Training Center foot- 
ball team beat Notre Dame, 19-14, 
on Nov. 27, 1943. The powerful 
Irish well drilled in the 
deceptive T-formation by Coach 
Frank » had aside 
powerful opposition season, 
and the Great Lakes game was 
expected to be a soft touch. 

It was far from that. The Irish 
were outplayed by the Sailors for 
a greater of the game, but 
Great Lakes was on the short end 
of a 14-12 score with only 28 sec- 
onds of play remaining. Then, 
sailor Steve Lach, former Duke 
star, whipped a long pass to Paul 
Anderson, an end from Western 
Reserve, who caught it on the 
goal line and stepped across with 
the winning touchdown. Not an 
opposing player was within 15 





feet of Anderson, who had never 
scored a touchdown in his college 
career. 

Thig sent the fighting Irish 
down to their only defeat of the 


season, toppling them from the 
ranks of the unbeaten and untied. 

And speaking of fighting, it 
was only a minute before Lach 
heaved his great game-winning 
pass, that Notre Dame had ac- 
complished something that would 
have taken all the starch out of 
any other team. There was just 
a minute to play and the Notre 
Dame boys were losing, 12-7. 
They quickly battered their way 
47 yards down the field for a 
touchdown, leaving. the 23,000 
throat-weary trainees limp and 
gasping with awe, for they con- 
Sidered the game in the Bluejack- 
ets’ duffle bags. 

However, Lach and his sailor 
teammates smashed back. The 
Irish kickoff went out of bounds 
on the Great Lakes’ 39-yard line. 
Lach started the ball rolling by 
‘passing to Cecil Perky on the 
Irish 46. Again, Lach faded back 
—back to his own 46 and with 


* Creighton Miller. 


Paul Limont, Notre Dame end, 
practically hanging on his neck, 
he whipped the ball 54 yards to 
Anderson, who made a perfect 
catch and pirvouetted over the line 
for the winning touchdown. 

This scintillating play, backed 
by Lach’s drive and courage— 
courage to kecp fighting when 
other teams would have conceded 
defeat—broke Notre Dame’s nine- 
game winning streak. The Irish 
y those 28 seconds, the 
honor of tying the record of the 
late Knute Rockne’s great Notre 
Dame team of 1930 which went 
unbeaten and untied to the na- 
tional championship. 

Twice in the game the Irish 
took the lead, and twice that lead 
was erased. The Sailors’ line 
solved the threat of the great 
T-formaticn and held the Irish to 
a total of 187 yards—their poorest 
record of the year. 

Notre Dame started the scoring 
by tallying in the first period on 
a 67 - yard parade featuring 
Johnny Lujack’s 17-yard pass to 
Lujack then 
pulled a quarterback sneak, go- 
ing over from the one-foot line 





for a touchdown. Fred Early, 
whose placekick beat the Iowa 
Seahawks, 14-13, the previous 
week, converted, and the Irish 
led, 7-0, for the remainder of the 
half. 

In the third quarter, the Sailors 
scored in the first five minutes 
when Emil Sitko, former Notre 
Dame star, capped a 7l-yard 
drive by galloping 23 yards around 
end behind brilliant blocking by 
Joe Schwarting for the first Blue- 
jacket touchdown. Four minutes 
remained in the third period when 
the sailors scored on three plays 
covering 75 yards. Dewey Proc- 
tor went 24. Sitko piled up four 
more. Then Proctor broke 
through, fooled the Irish second- 
ary and raced 51 yards for the 
Sailors’ second six-pointer. Heavy 
line play featured the fourth 
quarter until Notre Da.ne scored 
with only a minute to go. Early’s 
Placement was successful. It 
looked like the Irish had pulled 
another game out of the fire. Yet, 
only 28 seconds later, Lach turned 
the tide with his dream pass—one 
that only Hollywood could have 
planned. 





WMB’s Review Of Athletes 
Misconstrued By Many Fans 





WASHINGTON, Dec. 26 (ANS)— 
Many people in the States have 
misconstrued the instructions. of 
War Mobilization Director James 
F, Byrnes to Selective Service heads 
asking for a review of the military 
qualification*of men in professional 
< ptitimmiercazaind those classified 

Contrary to the general belief, 
physical standards for military 
service have not been lowered. Many 
athletes hold 4-F classifications due 
principally to injuries received in 
sports competition. and have re- 


of the athletes has improved since 
their last examination, making them 
acceptable for induction. 





WASHINGTON, Dec. 26 (ANS)— 
Many baseball officials who exper- 


ienced the dark days of 1918 are) 


showing rio signs of worry now. For 
instance, Clark Griffith, owner of 
the. Washington Senators and one 
of the oldest and shrewdest in the 
game, said: Whatever Uncle Sam 
says baseball goes 100 percent.” He 
expressed confidence the game will 


turned to sports without ill effects.;}continue and said he was accus- 


The Selective Service chiefs have 
been reminded that many of these 
may be borderline cases and local 
boards will check their records to 
spot such cases. 

Re-examination may also reveal 
that the physical condition of many 


5th Army Gridders 
Try All Formations 


SPAGHETTI BOWL HEAD- 
QUARTERS, Dec. 26 — Capt. Lou 
Bush, head coach of the 5th Army’s 
gridiron greats, frankly admitted 
yesterday that he doesn’t know 
what type of offense he will use 
against the 12th AAF team in the 
Spaghetti Bowl game scheduled for 
New Yé€ar’s Day, but intimated that 
he may rely on the Warner system 
—with a variation of the double 
wing-back. 

"The next few days will give us 
an idea of how we will play,” Bush 
said. ’At the moment it might be 
said that we're ing everything 
in the book. We may use double 
or single wing-back—and even mix 
in a bit of the T-formation with it. 
It all .depends on what develops 
in the way of backfield talent.” J 

Bush, who topped the nation’s 
scorers with 114 points when he 
played for Massachusetts State in 
1932, appears to have a more con- 
crete formation lined up than does 
Maj. George A. Miller, coach of 
the air force eleven. With less than 
a week to go before the opening 
kickoff of the Mediterranean pig- 
skin classic, Miller, the former Uni- 
versity of Indiana All-America 
center, was already wringing his 
crying towel. "My team is shot to 
pieces by injuries, colds and the 
flu,” he complained. 

Bush also has troubles. Two of 
his key gridders received injuries 
in a recent scrimmage which will 
prevent them from entering the 
lineup next Monday. ist Lt. Bob 
White, the Indiana University foot- 
ball captain in 1942, injured his 
right knee and Capt. John F. Sul- 
livan, who held down an end spot 
at Boston University in ’37-'38-’39, 
injured his right leg. 

Meanwhile, Spaghetti Bowl of- 
ficials declared that all Allied sol- 
diers should contact their Special 
Service sections to learn where the 
big game is going to be played. ”The 
game,” one official pointed out "is 
not being played just for the sake 
of determining which is the better 
team. It is for the entertainment 
of our boys here in Italy who love 
the game of football and have been 








tomed to having his players reclas- 
sified, drafted or reviewed by selec- 
tive service. Griffith organized the 
ball and bat fund in World War II, 
one of the first undertakings to 
supply soldiers with athletic equip- 
ment. 

Ford Frick, president of the Na- 
tional League, said he wasn’t sur- 
prised by the Byrnes order and 
added: "We knew that these re- 
views were to be taken several days 
ago. I definitely think, however, 
that we will be able to continue. 
Three years ago we said we would 
Play baseball as long as we could 
get nine men on the fieid and that 
still goes. We are all out to do any- 
thing we can to help win the war 
and in a hurry.” 





TALLAHASSEE, Fla. Dec. 26 
(ANS)—Gov. Spessard Holland of 
Florida said yesterday the state 
is "in a good sound position” to 
withstand the loss of revenue from 
racing and betting taxation. 

Holland said the federal racing 
deadline was "very drastic” but said 
loss of revenue woulg amount to 
less than half the surplus now in 
the state treasury. 








a a ‘Draft Board Review 


Leaves For Latrine? 


NEW YORK, Dec. 26 (ANS)— 
Madison Square Garden Corpora- 
tion officially admitted last night 
that gambling continues on their 
sacred precincts. Acting presi- 
dent Ned Irish inserted a notice 
in the program telling tHe cus- 
tomers they must remain seated 
except when absolutely necessary. 
This prompted the; crowd to ask 
if it is necessary to raise a hand 
before leaving one’s seat and de- 
parting for the latvine. 


Trojans Hopes Bolstered 
With Refurn OF Callanan 


PASADENA, Dec. 26 (ANS) — 
Christmas Day workouts for South- 
ern California and Tennessee, op- 
ponents in the Rose Bowl New 
Year’s Day, centered around the 
blackboard, but the Trojans were 
given good news with the disclosure 
that George Callanan, veteran right 
halfback, who was injured in the 
last game of the season against 
UCLA, may see action in the big 
game. 

Callanan removed the brace from 
his battered knee in the training 
quarters and bolstered the morale 
of the Trojans. Coach Jeff Cra- 
vath, who is short on backs, said 
that he is uncertain but hopes that 
Callanan will be ready to enter 
the lineup against Tennessee. 








Seek Cage Games 


Basketball teams in the Rome 
area wishing to book a strong quin- 
tet may schedule the 64th Troop 
Carrier Group’s 18th Squadron team 
by calling 496552. The 18th has a 
record of eight wins and one de- 
feat. 





Has LaGuardia’s OK 


NEW YORK, Dec. 26 (ANS)— 
New York City police who have 
been assigned to rounding up hand- 
book operators find their duties will 
not be curtailed because of the 
government’s ban on horse racing. 
Mayor LaGuardia, still chortling 
over the "good news” of the red 
light for racing, announced he has 
ordered his cops to concentrate on 
the policy operators. He believes the 
racing .ban will force the bookies 


=| into the numbers racket. 


"I had a pretty good idea some- 
thing along that line would hap- 
pen,” the mayor beamed, "and it’s 
a good thing. The scrap drive will 
benefit too, because we estimate 
that 120 tons of paper each week 
is used for scratch sheets and rac- 
ing tip publications sold in this city. 

LaGuardia also approved the de- 
cision to review the draft status 
of medically deficient athletes, add- 
ing: "Sports can continue with 
younger or older men.” 


Tunney To Spend More 
Time With Fleet's Men 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 26 (ANS)— 
Cmdr. James J. (Gene) ‘lunney, 
retired undefeated heavyweight 
champion of the world, has been 
assigned to spend more time with 
the fleet in the Navy’s physical 
education program. 

The Navy announced Tunney’s 
new assignment as special assis- 
tant to Vice Admiral Randall Ja- 
cobs, chief of Naval personnel with 
complete charge of physical train- 
ing. Heretofore, Tunney’s title has 
been "Officer In Charge of the 
Physical Training Section of the 
Bureau of Personnel.” 











unable to see a game in many 
months.” 


12TH AAF ”BRIDGEBUSTERS” 


Maj. George A. Miller, former center and coach at Indiana Uni ; , 
his 12th AAF "Bridgebusters” as he brushes up his players on some of the fine points of the 
game. The 12th AAF eleven expects to use a hipper-dipper attack when they sv'ing into action 
against the 5th Armv in their “--~h>tti Bowl tilt on New Years day. 





PRACTISE 








versity, is shown surrounced by 


(°th AAF Photo) 
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Prominent Educator 
Hits Free-Schooling 
Provided In Gl Bill 


NEW YORK, Dec. 26 (ANS)—/Squadron of the 57th Fighter Group 
Amendment of the free-schooling|is going to have another real, live 
provisions in the GI Bill of Rights| mascot, thanks to Milt Caniff, crea- 
was urged today by the University ca of = comic strip "Terry and 
of Chicago's president, Robert M. — w fighting te he 


Hutchins. . 


He charged that as the provisions| father of a "Fighting Cock” Squad- 
now stand they threaten to makejron pilot, kill 
"hobo jungles” of universities andj] 20, 1943 
to make college study a substitute 


for dole. 
In an article written for Collier's 


magazine, Hutchins supported the 


financing of education for veterans 
who want it and are of college 
calibre. But he advocated some safe- 
guards be attached to educational 
ot ta aay as are provided for farm, 

and home loans in the 
Bill. 

"Veterans want jobs” he wrote. 
"They do not want education unless 
they cannot get jobs. And the edu- 
cation they want, if they cannot 
get jobs, is not an education at all 
but is vocational training which, 
they think, will get them jobs.” @ 

He asserted that vocational edu- 
cation in periods of unemployment 
"becomes the most vicious kind of 
fraud.” 

Out of 100,000 students who gradu- 
ated as Diesel engineers in the de- 
pression year of 1934, he said, only 


5,000 were absorbed by industry.| to 


Hutchins said. 
He favored the grant of a sub- 
sistence allowance of 50 to 75 dol- 
lars a month for those who want 
education. He said that the U. 8. 
150-year-old system of free educa- 
tion "has existed only in our im- 
aginations” because those who have 
had to work for a li 
tending school have found free 
books and tuition “meaningless.” 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 26 (ANS)— 
Brig. Gen. Frank T. Hines, Veterans’ 
Administrator, announced regula- 
tions for guaranteeing loans up to 
2,000 dollars for World War II vet- 
erans who want to set up their own 
small businesses. 

No loan will be guaranteed under 
the GI Bill of Rights, Hines said, 
unless the projected business has a 
"reasonable likelihood of success.” 

Veterans eligible for loan guaran- 
tees are those who entered the 
Armed Forces after Sept. 16, 1940 
and after at least 90 days of service 
were honorably discharged. Business 
loans will be guaranteed for the 
purchase of buildings, property, sup- 

lies, equipment, machinery and 

ls normally used in the business 
selected by the veteran. 

There are no provisions, however, 
for guaranteeing loans for inven- 
tory, stock or working capital. For 
example, Hines said, a man could 
get a loan guarantee for buying 
pumps to run a gas station but he 
would have to arrange credit with 
an oil company to buy the gas he 
would sell. 


Intelligence Chief Says 
Germans May Lose Shirts 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 26 (ANS)— 
Colonel Albert L. Warner, chief of 
the War Intelligence Division of the 
War Department Bureau of Public 


Relations, said in a radio address| big bag 


yesterday that the Germans "may 
lose their shirts and more” as a re- 
sult of the western front offensive. 

"Everyone knows this has been a 
serious week but we will not be 
stampeded,.” he declared. "The 
Nazis have left fixed positions. Our 
countermeasures are in operation. 
Our progress has in on the 
enemy’s flanks.” 


Warner said the German offen- 


sive beginning a week ago Saturday sought to escape from Budapest by 


"was not only to forestall the Allied 


Another Mascot Going 
To Fighting Cock’ Outfit 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 26; memory of his son who flew 78 mis- 
—The famous "Fighting Cock” ana Teale, the 57th in Africa, Sicily 
a a 

The squadron’s original mascot, 
"Uncle Bud,” a cantankerous old 
ied. wee Sed Sy ¢ Bee ne Boe. 
29 when the 57th was in Corsica. 

tated armed 










































way overseas to the 57th from the 
ed in action on Dec. 


Caniff selected the bird offered 
by Harold T. Monahan, Sr., of Lake 
Placid, N. Y., who requested that 
he be permitted to send the bird in 


if a replacement could be obtained. 
Caniff appealed to the public in his 
Syndicated strip for a successor to 
"Uncle Bud.” 

Out of the thousands of offers, 
Caniff chose the bird offered by Mr. 
Monahan, who, with his son, formed 
a championship bobsled team at 
Lake Placid before the war. 

First commanding officer of the 
"Fighting Cock” Squadron was Col. 


s 
Nazi Push Reported 
. 
Again Going Strong 
meena e Philip Cochran, whose exploits have 
been immortalized by Caniff under 


(Continued from page 1) ; 
ing American forces were reported a gomee strip name of "Flip Cor- 
to have hammered out gains up to 





"Uncle Bud” was given to Colonel 


of the American garrison at the en- 
circled rail junction of Bastogne. 
The garrison rejected a German 


one correspondent, in a "conserva- 
tive estimate,” said that 55 Nazi 


tanks had been destroyed in the sec-| 1*™¥- 


Leyte Fight Nearly 


P. 
The uped American forces on 
the southern flank were reported 
attacking on a broad 25-mile front 
north of Luxembourg city. ‘ 
DNB, the German News Agency, 
re d that numerous American 
tank and infantry divisions were 
"weighing down heavily” on the of- 
fensive wedge from the north and 
the south with the aim of cutting 
it off altogether. 
At the same time, DNB claimed 
that the 3rd Army had been forced 
to evacuate the northern bank of 
the Blies River in the Saar Basin 
to the north of Sarreguemines, al- 
though the Saarlautern bridgehead 
still was being maintained. 
The German reports came after 
three days of a tremendous Allied 
air effort in support of the de- 
fending ground forces in which 
losses suffered by the Germans 
were described by Allied spokesmen 
as approaching those of the Fa- 
laise battle in Normandy during 
the summer. 


(Continued from" page 1) 


since October 20. the first 
few days of t campa. 


Leyte-based Yank planes could rise 


weeks American engineers had built 


Probably as costly to the enemy 
as anything were the losses inflicted 
upon Japanese convoys attempting 
to rush reinforcements to Leyte. 
Forty-one Japanese transports and 
27 warships were sunk, and more 





RED ARM 


(Continued jrom page 1) 


The Leyte fighting went in spurts. 


eral MacArthur's 
American invaders moved, with com- 








toward Vienna, north of the Dan- 
ube, where they captured séveral 
towns and settlements in the Bratis- 
lava plain northwest and west of the 
Czechoslovak town of Sahy, 36 miles 
northwest of Budapest. 

Violent tank battles are reported 
to “4 still in progress around Buda- 
pest. 


MOSCOW, Dec. 26 (AP)—Buda- 
pest’s German-Hungarian garrison 
of eight to 10 divisions is cut off 
from escape except by air and pos- 
sibly by one road that is usable only 
at night. The garrison is dug in for 
what appeared to be a suicidal de- 
fense of a hopeless objective. 

Determined to capture or kill the 


city on the island, located on the 
month they stopped 





rains and typhoons. 


Pacific paigns, spelled the doom 


Ormoc and, strengthened by the 7th 
Division, which came up the west- 
ern coast, captured Ormoc within 
y three days. Then the 7th and 77th 

struck north against the Japanese 


gan systematic shelling of two air- 
ports held by the. enemy. 

While the big guns of Marshals 
Fedor Tolbukhin and Rodioh Mal- 
inovsky puniped shells into the 
fields near Budapest, Stormoviks 
and fleets of medium bombers made 
incessant sorties over the capital, 
bombing and raking the fields. 
German officers of high rank 


completely. 
Swiss View 
Gerd von Rundstedt’s present west- 


the fact that Germany faces a/! 


air, apparently lea the defense} deadly ” 





offensive but to set us back indefi-jof the city to a few luckless com- 
manders and younger officers. 


nitely with a bad defeat.” 





four miles and to be within six miles| Gochran and his squadron at Brad-| p, 


Lt. a 
preclude an announcement of any} Oil City, Pa. (A 


At End--MacArthur| outs, ences may set, 


tend to do in the future. 


to defend, the Japanese aircraft did| proposal and expressing 
some damage to American supplies} willing to aid members of Congress brook, Ho 
and shipping, but within a few] in carrying out ideas. 


The mysterious 
than 35,000 enemy soldiers drowned. berg,” who called a nightclub and| in Germany) 8th USAAF le: Lt 


For the first two weeks after Gen-| hotel and made Christmas reserva-| Herschel H. Green, Mayfield, Ky., 
landing the|tions for General Douglas Mac-|15th USAAF 18; Capt. Duane W. 
Arthur, was said today by FBI t0| Beeson, Boise, Idaho, (Prisoner of 
parative ease up the northeast|b€ 4% 27-year-old sol 
coast, capturing Tacloban, the is-|~. E. Conroy, sp . 
land’s capital and sweeping the be-| Charge of the FBI's New York of-| ftuniak Springs, Fla., (Prisoner of 
wildered defenders through Leyte| fice, 
Valley toward the west coast. Then| Thomas F. Hinton, Jr. of Birming-| aj. Den M. Beerbower, Hill City, 
the Japs dug in along a wide defense|"am, Ala., who left Camp Meade,! inn. (killed in action) 9th USA- 
arc radiating from Ormoc, largest|™Md., last May. 


hy E.R } af below Norse King Broadcasts 


tical, economic and mil- | Christmas together in a free coun- 
itary crisis,” the Swiss newspaper |try, when it will once more be the| VOters for the fo: 











Air Honor Roll Lists. 
34 Aces With Score 
Of 15 Or More Wins 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 26 (ANS)— 


Nubbins Wasn’t Told 
Christmas Had Come 


CHEYENNE, Wyo., Dec. 26 
alee eases tae was just an- 


j 


on Nov. 19 when the dottors 
feared he wouldn't live until to- | combat, has just been issued by the 
and 


day. War Department 
His mother and dad didn’t want 


Hoffman home was comparatively 
quiet today for the home of a |opera 
three-year-old boy on Christmas. | was nex 

Force which operates in the Medi- 


GOP Legislators pi eae Salt 
Reject Dewey Plam)sisc.ciss' se.c case yc: 





Texas, who bagged 30 Jap planes, 
Next in line were the 15th Air 


top ranking aces and the 13th 
(based in the South Pacific) and the 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 26 (ANS)—| pat? USAAF (based in China) with 


publican Congressional leaders, 


ley Field, Conn., just before the Bong is credited with 38 kills, but 
Sith Group left*for the Middle East] iot2S ® Proposal thas they Jolnisince the list was tabulated Dec 


surrender ultimatum on Friday, and| 0" Jy 1, 1942. The bird served asi statement of party principles, will 


mascot for the squadron through 
Libya, Tunisia, Sicily, Corsica and| £0 hels own legisistive way, accord 


was b 
15th he has increased his tag to 40. 
The other high ranking fighter 
pilots and their scores are: 


That way, it developed today, will Col. Francis S. GabresKi of 


ner of war in 
general legislative program for the sein as 8th AAF 28; Maj, 
new and leave up to se- Robert 8. Johnson, Lawton, Okla., 
lected individuals the sponsorship of|8th USAAF 27; Maj. George E. 


‘major measures. Then if all turns} Preddy, er Yr: C., 8th 


t to-| USAAF 24; © . Gentile, 
Piqua, Ohio, USAAF 23; Maj. 


sum up what Republicans have| Gerald T. Johnson, ene, Ore., 
done; and announee what they in-/50th USAAF 23; Maj. Fr 


J. Christ- 
ensen, Watertown, Mass., 8th US- 
Dewey’s proposal that Senate and AAF 22; Col. Neal E. Kearby, Dallas, 


killed, 8,422* wounded and 127) House chieftains join him in sign-| Texas, (Missing in action) 50th US- 
missing. ing now a statement of the party's 

The futile Japanese defense of] aims was reported to have been re- 
the island cost the enemy 2,748] jec 
planes destroyed in the air above it} met in 


AAF 22; Col. Glenn E. Duncan, 
in action) 


Sth USAAF 21; Capt. John J. Vorl 
r4 . Vori, 
ted speedily py the group which! Goshen, Ohio, isth USAAF 21: Maj’ 


The New York Governor report-| Walker M. Mahurin, Fort Wayne, 


, before! edly did not press the issue in the|194.. 8th USAAF 21; Maj. Jay T. 
conference, 1a asi Texas 


, . 
de his OWN) AAF 21; Lt. Col. Robert B. West- 


llywood, Calif., 13th US- 
AAF 20; Col. Charles H. McDonals, 


airbases from which Yank fighters ; . . f 
ee, ee FBI Says AWOL Posed (98.,.F" "20; Col. Hubert Zemke, 


+ Missoula, Mont., 8th USAAF 19; Lt. 
As Gen. MacArthur Aide Gol. David C, Schilling, ‘Travers 


David L. Hill, Victoria, Texas, 14th 
NEW YORK, Dec. 26 (ANS) —/ USAAF 18; Capt. John T. Godfrey, 
Capt. Dennen-/| woonsocket, R. I., (Prisoner of war 





tr AWOL.|war in Germany) 8th USAAF 13. 
special agent in| Maj. Walker C. Beckham, De- 


identified the soldier S| war in Germany) 8th USAAF 18; 


AF 17; Capt. James S. Varnell, 
Hinton is held without bail on| Charleston, Tenn., 15th USAAF 17: 


northwest coast. For more than a| the charge of impersonaging an of-| Gant c F. Homer, Sacramento, 

the Yanks| ficer. Hinton made the calls Thurs- Calif, hn USAAF 17; Maj. Ed- 

along that line, aided by torrential]/day night, guaranteed the MacAr-/warq Cragg, Coscob 

thur appearance and then phoned] ing in action) 5th USAAF 17; Capt. 
The amphibious landing of the} ewspapers 

77th Divjsion, veterans of other/ with the general. 


, Conn., (Miss- 


Offering interviewSiGien T. Alhambra, 
Calif., 9th 16; Lt. Col. Wil- 
Reed, Marion, Ohio, 14th US- 

AAF 16 


Major George S. Welch, Wilming- 
ton, Del, 5th USAAF 16; Lt. Col. 
Message Of Cheer Home| #ichera” ©. Turner, Bartlesville, 
Okla., 9th USAAF 16; Maj. Samuel 

z J. Brown, Tulsa, Okla., 15th USAAF 

LONDON, Dec, 26—King Haakon|15; Maj. Bill Harris, Springfield, 





rear, while other American divisions} o5¢ Norw in Calif. 1 USAAF 15: . Ric- 
pressed south, and the nutcracking lle wang, J his ‘ie tn ae hard. ath B; Cant 
operation split the Yamashita Line stated that for most Norw 

this Yuletide would be "the darkest 
and most difficult of the occupa- 


The 72-year-old monarch added French Church Asks Nuns 


BERNE, Dec. 26—Field Marshal] that all he could offer his people 
this Christmas was faith and con- 
ern counteroffensive cannot conceal | fidence in the future and the be- 


A. Peterson, Alexandria, 
Minn., 8th USAAF 15. 


To Exercise Voting Right 


PARIS, Dec: 26—Registration of 
Prench 
local elections to be held in Febru- 


lief that “we shall celebrate next 





Arbeiter Zeitung said Saturday. 


festival of home and peace.” 


ary, was closed yesterday, after be- 
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ing extended twice to —— 
Ss. 

By AL CAPP |i “irgial locag fale 
_ |Dec, 4, but only a small number 
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of the women had registered by 
then. “Women’s suffrage was urged 
by all parties, as well as the Church, 
which sai1 that voting was not 
merely-a right but a duty. The 
Church even permitted cloistered 
nuns to go to the polls. 


New Low 


WASHINGTON, Dec, 26 (ANS)—- 
The 78th Congress has at least one 
modern record to its credit—a new 
low of approximately 9,000 bills 
considered, of which 989 now are 
law. The 59th set an all- 
time high mark—30,000 pieces 4 
legislation considered, with 6,94 
going on the statute books. 
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